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The first thing you wi l eed to decide is if you want t  decorate your kite. If so, the following l n o
tips will help you to creat  your m sterpiece. e  a

Permanent mar ers, Design Master spray paints, artist's acrylics and latex paints work well on k   
the You should a ways test for the compatibil ty of your art medium on he l i t
whenever you try a new product.  ait 24 hours to see if th re is a reactio , such as W  e n
uckering.p

I have used a wide variety of paints, markers, etc on my kites and have found just about  
anything will work n except "Ind strial" markers by Sanford.  his pa ticular brand o u T r
attacks the and makes it pucker.  I have used perman nt markers, gold leaf, s lver e i
leaf, artist's acrylics, glas  stain aints, Plaid brand decora or glaze paints and metallic s p t  
powders on the de ign.  is a wonderful material to experiment with mixed-medias.  s  
No matter what medium yo  use, you should test it on a scrap piece of to make sure u
there will be no reacti n.  Then  place the samp e in the sun an  wait to see what h pp ns.  o  , l  d a e

ne of the most important things to do is to work thin layers of colors rather han one thic  O  t k
coat.  I eally like the stained gl ss loo  of a wash of col r that allows the texture of the r a k o  

to show through. But, you can also g t a solid o k with addi ional layers applied. e l o t  
Sometimes, I appl  color on the back ide to inten ify the colors.  My "Taz" battle rokkaku was y s s
painted with artists' acr lics and metallic permanent marker.  It is over 10 years old and has  y
many battle scars but the paint as stayed on re arkably well.  The only flakin  of pa nt was  h  m g i  
where I got the layer too thick.  This was my second painted kite and I did n t layer he paint.o t

Th  first kite I ainted and made was becau e of Leland Toy.  He was t  teach a cl ss e p s  o a
n S mauri Face Painting at th  199  Fort Worden Kitemakers Conferenc  and I thoug t the o a e 0 e h

class sounded in eresting.  So, I igned up for t. I did not know anything about Lee or what a t s i  
rokkaku kite was.  I learned a lot be aus  I id not go into the c ass with expectations otherc e d l  
than I hoped to learn s mething new. t turned ut to be a ife altering experience. o I o l

I hope thi  h s been helpful for you. Ple se feel free to share your experiences with me. I s a  a
would love to s e our cr ations.e y e
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